Preface

A n I n.v IT A t I o n to deliver the Maharaja Sayaji Rao
Golden Jubilee Lectures for 1943 served as an incentive
to organise and record some thoughts on the unity and
continuity of Indian culture. The first two chapters of this
book are substantially the same as the lectures delivered
and soon after published under that. Foundation, I wish to
place on record my gratefulness for the honour conferred by
Baroda's invitation and the opportunity it offered to stress
some aspects of Indian civilisation which are often neglected
in our traditional histories.

India is too big a country to be summed up in any simple
formula. Her long and chequered history lends itself to
diverse and at times contrary interpretations. Complexity
and variety are inevitable in so vast and ancient a land
and those who seek to stress and perpetuate differences
may find sufficient nkaterial to justify their standpoint,
And yet there is a unity of spirit underlying the multiform
manifestations of Indian life.

To the world outside, India is often represented as a stage
for the conflict between Hindus and Muslims, and the pomp
and pageantry of prince and princeling. They form but a
small part of the story recorded here. The omission is not
accidental but deliberate* Considering the expanse of the
country and the duration of her history, the vastness of the
population and the stringency of their struggle for existence,
communal frictions are few and far between while prince and
princeling seem but mere bubbles on the surface of Indian
life. The record of communal jealousy and conflict pales
into insignificance when one thinks of the friendship and
kindliness that generally mark the relations of the
communities* The pomp and pageantry of the princes
fade into nothingness against the background of the
silent and massive flow of the dumb and inert masses*